
Orange and Purple
Readers



What does “Orange” mean?

• Orange-level readers have a favorite series 
and/or authors

• Can name a book s/he has finished in at least 
two genres AND

• Can define (without thinking) a few academic 
vocabulary words in any piece of text.



What are we working on in orange?

• Orange readers are working to expand their 
proficiency and comfort in new genres such 
as: Historical Fiction, Realistic Fiction, 
Biography, Poetry, etc.

• Or readers are still focusing on academic 
vocabulary, figurative language in context, 
and word parts (greek/latin roots…)

• Or readers should be reading an Or chapter 
book or its equivalent each week.



Orange text looks like:



What level comes next? Purple!

• A Purple-level reader can identify at least six 
genres. S/he can use genre as a cueing system 
to predict what kind of text it is and therefore 
put some limits as to what the reader can 
expect to find there. 

• A Purple reader approaches each new genre 
with a different set of expectations, questions, 
and needs.



What are Purple Readers working on?

• Understand how authors use 
structure/form/genre to organize and 
communicate ideas

• Compare and contrast texts in different forms 
or genres to discuss the author’s approach to 
similar themes and topics

• Continuing to work with academic vocabulary 
and figurative language at the Purple level



Purple text looks like:



How can you help at home?

• Read with your child 30-45 minutes a day. You 
can break it up in segments and even between 
caregivers and siblings. 

• Make reading a fun time! Under a blanket, to a 
family pet, with a flashlight, with a snack, etc. 

• Keep books all over the house and in the car so 
there is always access. 

• Lead by example! Invite your child to sit next to 
you and read to themselves as you read to 
yourself. 



Bookshelf

• Bookshelf can be accessed in any modern web 
browser at 
http://www.schoolpace.com/bookshelf/.

• You can also download the Bookshelf app for 
iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad. You can search for 
“American Reading Bookshelf” in the App Store.

• Your child’s teacher may have already sent home 
the log in and password. If not just send them an 
email requesting it.



Questions

Questions or concerns?

If you have multiple children, don’t 
forget to pick up more materials from 
the levels that you missed! They are 

located at tables outside of building 2 
near the stairs. 


